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Federation Executive Co-Headteachers

Welcome to our first summer edition of 2026. We have certainly packed a lot into the past six weeks across our
campuses! As always, there have been numerous exciting trips, activities and visitors, alongside the important end-of-
school assessments.

We would like to congratulate both our Year é pupils and staff teams for all their hard work in preparing for the SATs
assessments. With testing now complete, pupils can focus on their transition to secondary school life.

This half term has also seen the formal exam season begin for our Year 11 and Year 13 students, who have been sitting
their GCSE, BTEC and A-level examinations. We are incredibly proud of the way students have approached this
challenging period and hope they are able to enjoy some well-earned rest and revision time before their final exams in
June.

Earlier in May, we held a special retirement celebration for Hurline Rose, who has been part of our school family for 15
years, working across the Woolwich and Peninsula campuses. Staff from both the primary and secondary phases shared
memories, songs and words of appreciation to celebrate Hurline’s significant contribution and dedication to our
community.

We are also delighted to be preparing for our Federation 10th Anniversary celebrations and look forward to welcoming
parents and pupils from across our campuses to take part. Please make a note of Friday 10th July — the school day
timings will be very different. All families and pupils will be invited to spend part of the day at Peninsula Campus which
is hosting an array of fun activities for all ages.

We hope everyone has a wonderful half-term. Hopefully, the sunshine continues throughout the break. We look
forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for the final part of the academic year.

Claire Harrison and Victoria Wainwright
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PRIMARY - Woolwich

Mental Health Champions Assembly

During Mental Health Week, our Mental Health Champions led
thoughtful discussions about the different stages of mental health
and what it means to recognise how we feel. Across Woolwich, we

focused on the importance of staying mentally healthy and explored
practical ways children can cope when they feel unsettled, worried, or
unwell.

The Champions shared simple, effective strategies such as getting

enough sleep, staying active, and talking to a trusted adult. These

conversations helped pupils understand that everyone experiences

ups and downs, and that seeking support is a positive and healthy
step.

Our Mental Health Champions continue to support their peers with
joy, empathy, and a genuine commitment to wellbeing. Their
leadership is helping us build a school community where every child
feels seen, heard, and supported.

Miss Okungbowa

Spring and Planting

This spring, Reception have been learning all about
plants and how things grow. The children carefully
observed a real plant, noticing its colours, shapes, and
different parts before creating their own beautiful
paintings inspired by what they saw.

We also enjoyed getting hands-on by planting
sunflower seeds in little pots. The children talked
about what plants need to grow, including water, soil,
and sunshine. We are now excitedly waiting to watch
our sunflowers begin to sprout before moving them
into larger pots to continue growing in the sunshine!
“The stem holds the plant up.” Amaya
“The pink things are the petals.” Arya
“Plants need soil, water and sunshine.” Levon

"I can't wait for the sunflowers to grow.” Peminsola

Mrs Bdeir




PRIMARY - Woolwich

We had such a fun day at Eltham Palace! We saw the bedrooms where the people used to live and we got to dress up
in Virginia's clothes. Some of us even wore army outfits and Tudor costumes - it felt like we were really in the past.

We walked around the big gardens and went into the games room, which was so exciting. Then we went down to the
basement where the Courtaulds and their guests hid during the war. It felt a bit spooky but really interesting.

One of our favourite things was seeing the old vacuum cleaner they used a long time ago. It looked so different from
the ones we have today!

We learned so much and had the best time exploring history together.
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Year 1 Equiano

A group of Year 3 pupils attended a tag rugby event,
where they began with a warm-up session before
participating in a variety of tag rugby games. They

then put their skills into practice in a final match. All
of the children showed great enthusiasm and effort,
and each participant was awarded a medal.

Ronnie- | liked that we did activities and we did a
match against Perry class.
Ava- | like playing against and challenging the other
class and winning a medal.

Enrique- | liked when we were doing the training and
playing the drop down game working on our passing
skills.

Bintou- | liked when we were doing the warm up and
playing lots of games.

Miss Smith




PRIMARY - Woolwich

Nursery -7 &

Our Nursery children have had a very busy and exciting term exploring the wonderful topic “What's in the Garden?”

They have loved discovering all the tiny minibeasts, especially learning about the amazing life cycle of a butterfly. We
also explored how frogs, chickens, seeds, and even humans grow and change over time!

One of the most magical moments this term was watching our teeny tiny caterpillars grow bigger and bigger, turn into
cocoons, and then transform into beautiful butterflies. The children were so excited to see them spread their wings

and fly away when they were ready!

The children have also been very creative, making their own minibeasts using playdough, handprints, and finger
painting. They were so proud of their wonderful artwork.

Have a look at our lovely ladybird display! The children used their fingers to create spots while learning how to double
numbers from 1 to 10 — such clever thinking! &

We have also been busy planting seeds and learning what plants need to grow, helping us understand how to care for
living things.

Well done, Nursery! You have worked, played, and learned beautifully this term. We are so proud of you all!

Mrs Turner
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PRIMARY - Woolwich

Year 5 LEGOLAND

On the 28th of April, Year 5 had an unforgettable adventure at LEGOLAND Windsor Resort. Everyone arrived excited
and ready for a day full of rides, learning, and fun with friends. The weather was great, and smiles could be seen
everywhere from the moment we entered the park!

One of the highlights of the day was going on some of LEGOLAND's fantastic rides. Many children loved the thrilling
Dragon roller coaster, which took riders through a spooky castle before speeding around twists and turns outside.
Another favourite was Driving School, where pupils got to drive their own mini electric cars and learn about road
safety while having lots of laughs. Some groups also enjoyed the exciting Pirate Falls Treasure Quest, where riders

travelled through splashing water and tried not to get soaked!

As well as the rides, Year 5 took part in a brilliant robotic workshop. During the session, pupils worked together to
build and programme LEGO robots using special computer coding. They learned how robots can move, follow
instructions, and complete different tasks. Everyone showed excellent teamwork, creativity, and problem-solving skills.
It was exciting to see the robots come to life and complete challenges successfully.

Throughout the day, the children demonstrated outstanding behaviour and enthusiasm. They enjoyed exploring the
park with friends, sharing snacks, and making memories together. There was plenty of laughter, excitement, and
teamwork all day long.

The trip was not only fun, but also educational, helping pupils learn more about science, engineering, and technology
in an exciting hands-on way. Year 5 returned home tired but very happy after a fantastic day at LEGOLAND that they

will remember for a long time.

Mrs Bennett




PRIMARY - Peninsula

Eltham Palace

Year 1 visited Eltham Palace as part
of their learning in history about Castles
and Palaces. They had a tour of the
building and saw some parts that were
built in the 1930s and some parts that
were restored from the 1470s. The
children liked seeing the moat.

Teigan - 'l liked going in the great hall".
Kiki - 'l like the different bedrooms
because they were interesting.

Nina - "I liked it when we went to eat
and it was raining.’
Orainea - 'l liked seeing the moat.”

Amiyas - ' | liked playing in the park.’

Year 1 Stephens

As part of our science topic, Living Things, we were visited by
the team from Froglife for an interactive and informative
workshop about wildlife which can be found in and around
Greenwich. Froglife is a wildlife charity which focuses on the
conservation of amphibians and reptiles.

We started the workshop with a quiz, to see which amphibians
and reptiles we could recognise. Did you know that a slow
worm is a type of lizard, even though they look like a snake?
They can live up to 50 years and are found in garden compost
bins and park leaf litter! The team explained the importance
of amphibians, which are vital for controlling insect
populations, the dangers they face and how we can help.

The classes were then given the opportunity to paint their
own frog, whilst speaking to the Froglife team and having
their questions answered. At the end of the workshop, we
revisited the same quiz to see whether we could better
recognise the different animals!

Year 4 Team




PRIMARY - Peninsula

Year 5 went on a trip to Emmanuel Church. We explored
the Big Question: Why is the Bible so important to
Christians? We also took part in a quiz, explored different
types of Bibles in different languages, and then focused
on three different themes in three separate pods.

The part that | enjoyed most was when we used
the iPads to answer questions about Jesus's life and
miracles — Mya
The part that | enjoyed most was learning about the
different parables. - Ellie
The main lessons | learnt was that only Jesus and God has
the power to create miracles. — Nathaniel

Miss Bryan

Year 5 had a fantastic time at LEGOLAND Windsor Resort. We took part in exciting workshops where we used
software similar to Scratch to design and build our own virtual rides, developing our creativity and coding skills. We
also enjoyed exploring the park and going on a variety of rides throughout the day.

Everyone had a brilliant time and came away with lots of great memories from a fun and engaging trip.

Miss Bryan

Year 5 became young city makers and architects as we explored the amazing buildings around King’s Cross and St
Pancras! We compared old and new architecture, discovering how the area has changed over time and how design
can shape a city’s future.

Miss Bryan




PRIMARY - Peninsula

Year 5 & 6 Climbing

On Friday 24" February, some children from Year 5 & 6 took part in a climbing activity at The Reach. The children
did exceptionally well at climbing and thrived individually as well as collectively. Many reached the top of
the walls and everyone was willing to improve with each climb. They showed great courage, resilience and
teamwork. They left with a great sense of confidence and pride in what they had achieved.
Annabella - It was such a good time, can we go again?
Skyilah — It was really good fun, | can’t wait for the next thing.

Pelumi — | really liked doing that, | can’t believe how high | went.

Mr Lillitos

During Mental Health Week, our Mental Health Champions led a collective worship focused on raising
awareness of mental health and exploring this year’s theme: ‘action’. They discussed the importance of looking
after our wellbeing and helped other pupils recognise and understand their emotions through the zones of
regulation.

The MHC also shared practical strategies with the school community, including getting enough sleep, staying
active and talking to a trusted adult when needed. Their leadership continues to help create a school

environment where every child feels valued, supported and heard.

Miss Ribera




PRIMARY - Christ Church

Life Exhibition

The LIFE Exhibition held at Emmanuel Church provided Y5 and Y6 a meaningful and engaging learing experience for
the children. Throughout the visit, they had the opportunity to embed their existing knowledge while also developing a

deeper understanding of the life of Jesus Christ. The exhibition brought to life key moments from his journey, including
his teachings, miracles, and the values he stood for.

Through interactive displays and thoughtful discussions, the children explored important stories such as acts of kindness,
healing, and compassion. This helped them to better understand not only the miracles Jesus performed, but also the
messages behind them—such as love, forgiveness, and helping others.

M Ewusi-Aikins

Horniman Museum

What an amazing day Year 2 had at the Horniman Museum! £
As part of our ‘Under the Sea’ topic, we explored the aquarium and even had the chance to dress up as different
sea creatures. The children also visited the animal wildlife exhibition, enjoyed a mini beast hunt, and went pond
dipping as part of our science learning about animal microhabitats. We finished the day by exploring the

fascinating music exhibit too! W%

The children were curious, enthusiastic and brilliantly behaved throughout the trip — a wonderful day of hands-
on learning and discovery!

" We saw jellysih, shrimp and sea horses.” — Phillip
“The aquarium had cool coral, jiggly jellyfish and lots of different fish.” - Ida

Miss Akin




PRIMARY - Christ Church

Christ Church alongside other schools across the UK with more than 600,000 children have taken part in the Mini
London Marathon. We were running, jogging or walking for 2 miles and we are all very proud of completing the
Marathon.

We have learnt that exercise is important for our bodies and mind! We are really proud of the trophy we have
received.

Mrs Eggleston




SECONDARY

Madrid

Our trip to Madrid last month was truly an unforgettable experience for everyone involved. From the moment we
arrived, there was a real sense of excitement and curiosity among the students, and that energy carried through the
entire visit. We explored the city’s rich culture, enjoyed its beautiful sights, and took part in activities that brought
learning to life in a way the classroom simply can’t. Everything ran smoothly, and it was wonderful to see how
engaged and enthusiastic the students were throughout. They not only had a lot of fun, but also grew in confidence
and independence. It was especially rewarding to watch them immerse themselves in a new environment, try new
things, and support one another along the way. Overall, it was an amazing trip, and one that both the students and
staff will remember very fondly.

Ms Tormo
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SECONDARY

Over the past month, students in Years 10, 11, and 12 successfully completed their Duke of Edinburgh practice
weekends. The Silver groups spent two nights navigating the varied terrain of Ashdown Forest, while the Bronze
participants completed an overnight expedition in Epping Forest. Both cohorts demonstrated impressive self-
sufficiency, managing their own navigation and campcraft with minimal intervention. The students handled the
physical demands of the treks with a great deal of maturity, and their positive energy throughout the trip created
a fantastic atmosphere across both sites. It was a productive month of training that leaves them well-prepared for
their upcoming qualifying expeditions.

Miss Woolsey

What a wonderful half term is has been for trips in the Social Science department! We've had three wonderful trips
to Westminster (and all in the sunshine)!

Year 11 Sociology started off the excitement with their trip to The Supreme Court in relation to their Crime &
Deviance topic. It was a fantastic opportunity for students to explore the highest court of appeal in the UK and to
explore how our justice system aims to tackle its own potential inequalities. It was lovely to celebrate the end of
GCSE Sociology with such a lovely afternoon out before exams started; all students and staff had the most
wonderful time exploring Parliament Square in the sunshine and pretending to be Supreme Court Justices.

Year 13 Sociology and Politics also enjoyed an afternoon at The Supreme Court where they learned about the
checks and balances within British democracy and the role that the court plays in this. They also asked some
incredibly thoughtful questions about the lack of representation seen from the 11 justices and how this is being
tackled going forwards to increase the credibility of The Supreme Court.

Miss Leach




SECONDARY

The students said:

This was a true wonderful experience for all staff and students involved really one for the
ages. From when we disembarked to Parliament it was remarkable as all students
were really buzzing with anticipation a feeling in which stayed constant throughout the
whole trip. Once we arrived, we were met by a wonderful tour guide in which she spoke
about the great history of Parliament and her own personal experiences in which was
very valuable information for all students. She took us through the House of Commons
and explained thoroughly on how the house is structure.

To then finish, our intelligent tour guide then took us to explore more about the UK
political history, where we saw the Winston Churchill statue. This really had an
positive impact on our Politics course. It introduced to us a lot of new facts plus gave us
empirical evidence in which we were able to internalise and use towards our studies.
Next, we embarked on our journey towards the Supreme Court in which we were met by
our next tour guide. In which he was also very wonderful. He was amazing enough to
present us the opportunity to witness a live case which was very inspiring to the
students. He then guided our collective to observe not one but two empty courtrooms
in which he further broadened our knowledge by ending the day with the Supreme Courts exciting exhibition.

Our collective then finally ended the lovely day by going sightseeing in which we
observed many marvellous monuments like the Big Ben, Trafalgar square and the new
Banksy statue. Really a wonderful experience in which | believe | can talk for all when | say it was an experience
we would not swap for anything. - Jonathan, Dwayne, Joshua O
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SECONDARY

On Tuesday the 24 March, our year 8 circle visited Legoland
Windsor for a day of discovery, creativity, and real-world problem-
solving. The trip kicked off with a hands-on robotics workshop,
where students worked in teams to design, build, and code their
own robots putting their logical thinking and teamwork skills to
the test as they programmed their creations to tackle a series of
puzzles.

After the workshop, the students made the most of a brilliant day
exploring everything the park had to offer, conquering nerves to
tackle roller coasters and narrowly avoiding getting soaked on the
log flume.

It was a fantastic opportunity to have fun and see the maths and
computing skills developed in the classroom come to life.

Mrs Todd

On Tuesday the 21st of April, our Year 7 circle visited Bletchley Park,
to step back in time and learn about the secret work of the World War
2 codebreakers. During their visit, pupils enjoyed a fascinating guided

tour, learning about the site’s pivotal role in the war effort and the
extraordinary individuals who worked there. The highlight of the day
was a hands-on workshop, where students tried their own
codebreaking skills, had an opportunity to use a real surviving Enigma
machine from the war, and gained a deeper appreciation for the logic
and problem-solving at the heart of this remarkable history.

The trip was a fantastic experience for all involved, bringing history
and mathematics to life and showed the students the impact the
problem-solving skills they gain in the mathematics classroom have
had on the world.

Mr Todd

This year our Axiom maths club has continued to stretch
and challenge the brightest mathematicians at St Mary Magdalene.
As a reward for all their hard work this year, both the year 7 and

year 8 circles have gone on exciting enrichment trips to celebrate AXI OM
their achievements and explore how mathematics impacts the s
world MATH

Mr Todd




SECONDARY

Year 10 & 11 Greenpeace Talk

Y10 and 11 GCSE Citizenship students recently took part in an engaging workshop with Greenpeace where they
learned more about pressure groups, charities, and the impact of climate change. Students also discussed practical
ways they can take action in school and within their local community to make a difference.

Miss Okorie

SIXTH FORM

This half term our Sixth Form students have been enjoying even more fantastic lectures!
We've had Dr Bland explaining her PhD experience, Ms Wilcox asking 'Is there life after death?', Mr Greenhalgh
and Roi (Year 12) debating the end of history theory and Mr Pigott sharing his experiences of volunteering with the
charity Samaritans.

The variations in these lectures have given students the opportunity to explore a range or areas and develop their
knowledge and understanding of a wide range of topics in an interesting and critical way.

As always, a huge thank you to all the staff who have given up their time to take part!

Miss Leach




SIXTH FORM

Our recent Sixth Form Games Night was a huge success and provided students with a fantastic opportunity to
socialise, relax, and strengthen friendships across Year 12 and Year 13. The event had a brilliant atmosphere and
was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.

During Family Group Time, Year 12 students have also benefited from a number of Careers and Aspirational
visitors who have delivered informative talks and workshops focused on future pathways, university
opportunities, apprenticeships, and career development.

We are also pleased to have Aspire Mentoring taking place for our Year 12 students, providing valuable
guidance, encouragement, and support as they begin planning for their futures beyond Sixth Form. In addition,
we are delighted to be running the RLF programme again this year for Year 12 students, continuing to provide

students with opportunities to develop their academic writing and communication skills.

Recently, we welcomed back a former Sixth Form student and previous Head Girl, who delivered an inspiring
assembly about her journey into securing a Degree Apprenticeship with Shell. Impressively, she was the only
applicant selected for the role. Students found her presentation incredibly motivating, and following her visit,
Shell have also offered potential Year 12 work experience opportunities for students interested in exploring the
apprenticeship pathway further.

Looking ahead, we are excited about our upcoming Sixth Form Culture Day on 30th June 2026, which will be
followed by the Year 13 Leavers’ Assembly to celebrate the achievements and successes of our graduating
students.

The Year 13 Formal Dinner will then take place on 1st July 2026, providing students and staff with a special
opportunity to celebrate the end of their Sixth Form journey together.
We also have upcoming university visits to the University of Cambridge and University of Oxford, giving students
valuable insight into higher education opportunities and university life.

Sixth Form Team

Shell Work
Experience
Programme

agers.

Exch
rolels important o ensure the event runs safely and successfully.




FEDERATION

Pupils from across our campuses gathered at Southwark Cathedral on Wednesday 6 May 2026 for the Bishop of
Southwark’s Lent Call Thanksgiving Service for Schools, a joyful celebration of faith, generosity and the
transformative power of education. Rooted in the scripture “Start the children off on the way they should go... ”
(Proverbs 22:6), the service gave thanks for the life and work of schools within Southwark and its link dioceses in
Zimbabwe and Jerusalem.

Led by The Rt Revd Christopher Chessun, Bishop of Southwark, the service placed children and young people at
its heart. Pupils contributed creatively through rap, poetry, song and prayer, reflecting on faith in action and the
importance of hope, justice and love for our neighbour. Moving worship offerings highlighted the confidence,
compassion and spiritual depth being nurtured in our Church schools.




SPORTS NEWS

Over the Easter holidays, Motive Sports - All Stars Event brought a fantastic energy back to our pitches, hosting a
football tournament specifically for our Year 11 students and SMM alumni. It was a brilliant celebration of our
school spirit, with over 40 young people coming together for an afternoon of competitive and high-spirited
football. We were incredibly fortunate to have the event sponsored by Chelsea FC, who provided fantastic prizes
for the winning teams, adding an extra layer of excitement to the day.

Beyond the goals and trophies, the afternoon was a beautiful testament to the strength of the SMM community; it
was wonderful to see former students reconnecting, hearing about their new adventures, and listening to them
share fond memories of their time at school. Events like these are vital for keeping our community together, and
we are so proud of everyone who participated and made it such a memorable day.

Miss Woolsey

Our dedicated Year 7 Athletics team has been showing
incredible commitment, training hard every Monday and
Thursday to sharpen their skills. From sprinting on the
track to mastering field events, the squad is fully
prepared and energised for the upcoming Greenwich
Competition on May 19th.

Good luck to all our Year 7 athletes!

Miss Woolsey




SPORTS NEWS

KS3 Boys & Girls Cricket Day

The PEDepartment recently took a group of KS3
boys and girls to the 2026 SchoolsCCricket Day at
The County Ground, Beckenham, where students
watched Kent vs Durham in the Rothesay County
Championship. Alongside watching high-level
cricket, students took part in a range of exciting

cricket activities delivered by Kent Cricket coaches.

The day was a fantastic opportunity for students to
experience professional cricket and further develop
their interest in the sport.

Mr Mudge

Year 8 & 9 Athletics

Our Year 8 Athletics team recently competed in
the Cambridge Cup Athletics Competition, with
students producing several strong
performances across track and field events. A
number of pupils achieved individual event
wins, whilst many others represented the school
excellently with determination and resilience
throughout the day. The competition provided
valuable experience ahead of Sports Day later
this term.

The Year 9 Athletics team also competed in the
Cambridge Cup Athletics Competition and
performed brilliantly against strong opposition.
Students showed excellent effort, teamwork,
and sportsmanship throughout the event, with
several standout individual performances and
event winners. The competition has helped
students prepare well for the upcoming Sports
Day and borough athletics events.

Mr Mudge
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GENERAL

UPDATE: Angerstein Flyover Mural.

May 14, 2026!
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https://bit.ly/flyovermural
https://app.actionfunder.org/project/23561
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The
Date
friday 10" July 2026
Koivonia Tederation

10" Anmiversaryl
family un day!
lots of activities and food tokews.

It’s going to be au extraordinary day.

Please vote school will viot be open as
usual ow this day.

( )

Timings of the school day will be varied
depending on the age of your child.
Parents/Carers will be invited to join their
ohild/ren at set times to join i the event.
More ingormation to gollow in June.
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