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Why do we have the tests?

• The tests are an opportunity for the 
government to compare pupils nationally to 
ensure that schools are helping their pupils to 
make progress in English and Mathematics.

• It is also an important tool to help teacher 
identify pupils who may need additional 
support and make sure this is put in place as 
early as possible.



• Teachers use the results from the tests, along 
with the work your child has done throughout 
the year, to help them reach their own 
judgments about how your child is progressing.

• You will find out these assessment judgments 
by the end of the summer term.



Teacher Assessment 
Judgments

• Teachers assess your child’s work against the 
standards outlined in the Teacher Assessment 
Frameworks.

• Pupils will be graded as:

• Working towards the expected standard

• Working at the expected standard

• Working at greater depth within the expected 
standard



Dates of assessment

• So far we have carried out 2 assessment weeks. 
From these we can see if children are making 
progress and identify areas in the curriculum where 
children need more support.

• The actual assessments will take place throughout 
May.

• We will carry out other assessment weeks in 
December and February.



Maths

• Children complete 2 papers –

• Paper 1: Arithmetic (Calculations) /25

• Paper 2: Reasoning (including Time, Measurement, 
Data Handling, Word problems etc) /35

• Total: /60



Example of Paper 1



What children need to know

• Add and subtract two-digit numbers and ones

37 + 5 43 + 8
29 - 4

• Add and subtract two-digit numbers and tens

35 + 10 43 - 20
58 + 30

• Add and subtract two-digit numbers 

24 + 23 67 + 33
17 + 48



Methods

• Put the number in their head and count on.
e.g. 37 + 5 - Put 37 in your head, count 

on 5 

’38, 39, 40, 41, 42’

• Use a blank number line.

e.g. 56 + 32

+10 +10
+10 +1 +1

56

32 has 3 tens, 2 ones

66 76 86 87 88



What children need to know

• Use 2x, 3x, 5x, 10x tables.

2 x 97 x 10 18 ÷ 2 20 ÷
5

• Find ½, 1/3, ¼, ¾ of a number.

Find ½ of 20Find ¾ of 16

• Solve missing number problems.

98 - = 28

+ 12 = 36



Methods

• Count in 2s, 3s, 5s, 10s.

e.g 2 x 7 

Show 7 fingers and count in 2s.

Write out in 2s and count 7.

• Draw and share numbers into 2/3/4.

e.g Find ½ of 6. Find ¾ 
of 16



Let’s Try…

48 + 23 =

Find ¼ of 12.

5 x 8 =

82 – 14 =



Example of Paper 2



What Children Need to Know

• Money – the value of coins, using different coins to 
make the same amount,

• Shapes – names and properties of common 2D and 3D 
shapes (e.g. triangles, rectangles, squares, circles, 
cuboids, cubes, pyramids, spheres) including number 
of sides, vertices, edges, faces and lines of symmetry.

• Reading scales – e.g. measuring scales in 1s, 2s, 5s, 
10s.

• Fractions of shapes / numbers.

• Time - reading an analogue clock to the nearest 5 
minutes.

• Use Reasoning about numbers to solve word problems.

• Solve Word problems with more than one step.



Methods for solving word 
problems



Examples of word problems

Ben has 7 bags of grapes. Each bag has 10 grapes. Ben 
gives 25 grapes to his friends. How many grapes does 
he have left?

7 x 10 = 70 grapes total. 70 – 25 = 45 grapes

There are 40 crayons in a box. Sam takes 17 crayons. 
Kemi puts 6 crayons back in the box. How many 
crayons are in the box now?

40 – 17 = 23 crayons 23 + 6 = 29 crayons



How to support their Maths

• Play times table games

• Encourage children to tell the time

• Give opportunities for counting out coins and 
money while shopping.

• When cooking – let children identify, weigh, 
measure quantities.

• Play mental maths games etc. counting in 2s, 5, 
10s, add 1/subtract 1 from any number up to 
100; I’m thinking of a number…



Reading

• Children complete 2 papers –

• Paper 1: Short Text with questions /20

• Paper 2: Longer Text with separate questions /20

• Total: /40



Example of
Paper 1





Example of Paper 2



How to support your child 
with these Reading Tests.

• Read the question, that will help you to know what 
information you are looking for.

• Look for key words that you will look for in the text.

• Check the question word:
• ‘Why’ – must be answered with because

• ‘Who’ – must be answered with a person/name

• ‘When’ – must be answered by a time/date/time of day

• ‘Where’ – must be answered by a place

• ‘What’

• ‘How’



How to support their general Reading

• Choose books in the library that they will enjoy 
– the more they enjoy reading, the better!

• Talk about the story before, during and 
afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, 
their feelings and actions, how it makes you 
feel, predict what will happen. 

• Encourage your child to look back at the book 
to answer your questions.

• Look up definitions of new words together.

• All reading is valuable – poetry, newspapers, 
magazines, leaflets, TV guides etc.



Writing
• This is teacher assessed, not a written exam.

• We collect evidence over many pieces of work 
across the year.

• We use the Writing Checklist to decide what 
level children are working at.

• Children need to demonstrate these skills 
when working independently.

• We will meet with other teachers across the 
Federation and Borough to ensure consistency. 



Writing Checklist



Example of writing at the 
Working Towards Year 2 
standard.





Example of writing at the Expected Year 2 standard.





Example of writing at the Greater Depth Year 2 standard.



How to support their Writing

• Practice and learn the weekly spelling words –
these words should be used in their writing.

• Encourage opportunities for writing, such as 
letters to family/friends, shopping lists, notes, 
stories, poems.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling

• Remember that good readers become good 
writers! Identify good 
words/phrases/punctuation as you read 
together.



Our school handwriting



Suggested websites

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/
site/literacy.shtml

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/

• http://www.readingrockets.org/books/booksb
ytheme

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/literacy.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/
http://www.readingrockets.org/books/booksbytheme


Past Test Papers are available 
here:

• https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/n
ational-curriculum-assessments-practice-
materials

• Please do feel free to download them and use 
as practice. We will be using different papers to 
test the children throughout the year which 
they will not have had access to previously.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials


Remember:

• We need to work together to ensure the best 
possible progress for the children.

• You can always ask us for ideas if you are 
unsure about how you can support your child.


